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ST.  MARY'S 


Total    dCLbstinence    Society ? 


OF    HALIFAX, 


FOUNDED  DY  THE 


Very   Reverend    John  JLousUuan^ 


JAN  U AH Y  24th,  1841. 


St,  Iflavy'N  Tola!  Alwtiwciice  Society 


The  Committee,  to  whom  the  revision  of  the 
lliiles  of  the  St.  ISIary'a  Total  Ahstinence  So- 
ciety has  been  entrusted,   have  felt  tliat  they 
will  not  exeeccl  the  limits  of  the  duty  assigned 
them,    if  they,    brieily,   in   a  prefatory  sket^ch, 
advert  to  the  origin  and  progress  of  an  nistitii- 
tion  confessedly  the  vehicle  of  so  much  nsetul- 
iiess  to  the  members  of  a  community  where  its 
character  and  objecir    are  held  in  such  general 
and   high   esteem.      In  the  early  part  of  the 
month  of  January,    1841,   the  subject  of  Tem- 
perance was  recommended  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Dr.  IVaser,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,   to  the  at- 
tention iA  the  Very  Rev.  John  Loughnan.  Parish 
Vriest  of  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  Vicar  Gene- 
ral of  the  Diocese,  who,  after  serious  reflection 
upon  the  propriety  of  introd   :!ing  its  merits  to 
the  notice  of   Lis   flock,  finally  determined  to 
address  them  on  the  practicability  of  imitatmg 
the   triumphant   examples  with  which  Ireland 
then   beamed,   and  of   establishing  institutions 
for  such  and  similar  purposes  in  this  Vicariate. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  address,  he  invited  any 
twelve  individuals    to  meet   and   consult   with 
him  on  the  subject,   assuring  them  of  his  imme- 
diate and  strenuous  support,  and   of  his  own 
purpose  to  take  the  prescribed  Pledge.      In  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  week,  the  Reverend  gen- 


V 


i 


k 


\u 


., 


i 


ti      'at 


:i^.\M..:ik.-M'iLf! 


^Hm 


tleman  had  the  gratification  of  being  waited  upou 
by  fourteen  or  more  members  of  his  parish,  and 
after  deUberately  weighing  tiiu  subject,  they 
unanimously  decided  upon  tho  adoption  of  the 
Total  Abstinence  Pledge,  as  the  one  particu- 
larly suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  as  the  most  certain  means  of  effecting 
the  object  they  had  in  view. 

On  the  first.  Sunday,  the  Very  Reverend  gen- 
tleman took  the  Pledge  at  the  Altar,  and  innne- 
mediately  after  administered  it  to  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Dease.  The  influence  of  their  example 
failed  not  to  produce  a  happy  effect  upon  the 
infant  Society,  whose  members  continued  to 
grow  and  increase  to  such  extent,  that  the  ag- 
gregate of  names  at  present  on  the  Book 
amounts  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
tv>enty  seven,  an  unimpeachable  testim.ony  to 
the  zeal  of  its  very  Reverend  President,  Offi- 
cers, and  Members.  The  character  cf  the  In- 
stitution, and  its  acknovvledged  utility  upon  the 
morals  and  consequent  comforts  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community,  have  silenced  the 
cavils  of  the  sceptic,  and  commanded  the  sanc- 
tion and  admiration  of  every  well-regulated 
mind.  We  subjoin  the  Imn  of  the  Pledge, 
which  comprises  an  intelligible  and  precise  sum- 
mary of  a  member's  duiios,  and  his  solemn  as- 
surance of  fidelity  in  their  fuliilmentc 

P 1^  El  2D  C}  E . 

/  promise  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicating 
drinks,  c^c.  except  used  medicinally^  and  by  order 
of  a  medical  man  ;  and  to  discountenance  the 
cause  and  practice  of  intemperance. 


The  ceremony  of  admission  takes  plat  e  at  the 
foot  of  the  Altar,  immediately  after  the  vesper 
services  of  the  Church,  the  applicant  kneeling  ; 
and  on  being  interrogated  by  the  Clergyman  as 
to  his  perfect  understanding  of  the  obhgations 
of  the  Promise  he  is  about  to  pronounce,  and 
having  given  his  aflBrmative  answer,  the  Pledge 
is  solenuily  administered,  and  the  name  regis- 
tered in  the  Books  of  the  Society. 
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llalilax^  may  Otli,  1811. 

Ak  a  general  meeting  of  the  **  St.  Mary's 
Total  Abstmcnce  Society,"  held  this  day  in 
"St.  Mary's  Church,"  the  following  Rules  were 
unanimously  passed  for  the  future  government 
of  the  Society  : — 

Ist.     ''*l)o  title  of  this  Society  shall  be  the 

■^  '^l^Cv.i^  Sv.  Mary'a  Total  Abstinence  Society." 

Vn»?.  The  O^icera  cf  thh  Society  shall  con- 
feiftt  of  '",  Preside  at,  '\'i^e  President,  four  Assist- 
antSi  a  Treuoi.rer,  Secretary,  and  Assistant  Se- 
cretary, and  a  Committee  of  fifteen  for  general 
management. 

3rd.  The  Society  shall  hold  four  regular 
meetings  in  the  year. 

4*h.  The  Annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall 
be  ii^ld  on  the  24th  January,  when  the  election 
of  Ollicers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  take  place. 
The  quarterly  meetings  on  the  24th  of  April, 
July,  and  October,  except  when  those  days  fall 
on  Sunday,  then  the  meeting  will  be  held  on  the 
25th. 

5th.    The  President,  or  in  his  absence,   the 
VicePresident,  shall  have  power  to  call  a  spe- 
cial meeting  whenever  he  shall  consider  that  the 
interest  of  the  Society  requires  it. 


i 


« 


(itli.  Tbo  Society  rMnW  walk  in  Procession 
annually  on  the  24th  of  June,  except  when  that 
day  falls  on  Sunday,  in  which  case  it  shall  take 
place  on  the  2i3th. 

7th.  The  q\iartorly  dues  of  the  Society  shall 
be  seven  pence  one  iiall-penuy. 

8.  The  funds  of  the  Society  shall  bo  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving'  niend)crs  in  sickness,  and 
of  assistinjT  in  buryini,'  such  mcnd)ers  as  may 
die  in  circumstances  reciuirin^^- the  aid  of  the  So- 
ciety for  that  purpose. 

9th.  That  out  of  the  Committoo  of  general 
manaj^ement,  twelve  be  chosen  at  the  annual 
meeting,  Two  for  each  Ward,  respectively, 
whose  duties  shall  consist  in  visiting  tliose  appli- 
cants for  relief,  ^vho  may  labour  under  illness, 
and  in  providing  for  the  interments  contemplated 
by  the  8th  rule. 

10th.  That  the  names  of  the  visiting  Com- 
mittee elected  under  the  9th  Rule,  be  published 
for  the  information  of  members,  immediately 
after  the  annual  meeting. 

11th.  That  each  member  of  the  Society 
who  may  be  sick,  shall  receive  seven  shiiihigs 
and  six  pence  per  week  during  their  illness, 
should  the  funds  admit  of  that  amount  of  relief. 
It  should  be  here  understood,  that  no  persons 
claim  this  relief  unless  their  quarterly  dues  be 
paid  up,  except  a  positive  order  be  given  by 
the  President  in  a  case  where  he  knows  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  individual. 
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12th.  TliJit  it  is  the  conscientious  duty  of 
every  member  of  this  Society  on  the  discoNory 
of  any  individual  who  may  viohite  the  pled^'e, 
to  reijort  immediately  tiie  Fame  to  the  Presi- 
dent, tliat  he  may  he  enabled  to  take  such  atepa 
as  he  may  think  proper  in  reference  to  the  case 
of  such  delinciuent. 

At  the  Annual  Meet in^r  held  on  the  2.'>th  of 
January,  1H42,  the  following  additional  Rules 
were  unanimously  passed  ; — 

Jink  i:Uh.  Any  member  of  this  Society  who 
shall  be  known  to  have  violated  the  Pledge,  shall 
have  his  or  her  name  j)ublicly  exposed  at  the 
next  (piarterly  meeting  after  such  violation,  and 
shall  be  expelled  from  the  Society  until  such 
time  as  the  President  shall  think  proper  to  ad- 
mit him  or  her  again  by  retaking  tlie  Pledge. 

Jlule  14th.  Any  member  of  this  Society 
wishing  to  give  up  the  Pledge,  must  call  on  the 
President  and  acquahit  him  of  his  or  her  inten- 
tion, when  it  shall  be  the  President's  duty  to  re- 
quire that  such  person  come  to  the  foot  of  the 
Altar  where  the  Pledgo  was  administered,  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month,  and  there  resign  it. 

The  Annual  Subscription  of  2s.  Gd.  being  so 
small  a  sum,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  limit 
the  period  of  the  weekly  allowance  by  the  follow- 
ing Rule  ;— 

Ride  15th.  Subscribing  Members  of  this 
Society  who  may  be  afflicted  by  sickness,    shall 
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receive  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per  week 
for  six  weeks,  after  which  time  it  will  bo  redu- 
ced to  seven  shillings  and  six  pcnco  per  mouth 
for  six  months  ;  shoidd  their  sickness  continue 
longer,  tlicv  will  not  ho  considered  na  entitled 
to  any  further  relief  from  this  Society  for  the 
onsuiu^j'  six  months. 
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